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Yearbook Changes

9§ Dues are due March
31, 2009

fTfSandy
email:
rpsrweston
@comcast.net

Weston

fMeaghan Scea
first name is wrong in
the book

Please make the cor-
rection in your Year-
book. Thanks!

Reading Garden Club
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Letter from the

Welcome back to another
year of Garden Club! I
hope everyone had a
wonderful summer. Mine
was great, no so much in
the garden (too much rain

. d 1for my veggies!) but I

went to Ireland for my
20th Anniversary. Ireland
was having the worst
summer on record, but I
saw forty shades of green
and then some! The
plants and flowers I saw
on the trip were incredi-
ble—for example, I took
a picture in front of a dill
bush that was at least two
feet taller than I am.

Ways and Means News—Bulb Sale

For the convenience of
our members, and to do a
bit of fundraising, we are
offering bulbs for Fall
planting. The

bulb company is Van
Bourgondien, the same
one we've used over the
past few years.

The bulbs offered include
Crocus, Daffodils, Tulips,

o

Editor

There are gorgeous
fuschias growing wild
along the highways, and
butterfly bush grows like
a weed—I saw some
bushes 15 feet high. My
husband’s

“cousin” (however-
many-times-removed)
had the most beautiful
hydrangeas I had ever
seen in a home garden. So
many flowers on each
bush, all in a beautiful
pinkish purple. And the
gunnera around the Lakes
of Killarney was
HUGE—on one plant,
the leaves had to each be

Alliums, Lilies and Wind-
flowers. Here is the web-
site for pictures, quanti-
ties and prices:

http:/ /www.dutchbulbs.c
om/images/articles/fund
raisers/fall-
2009/VB%_20Fall%20Fu
ndraising%202009.pdf.

The deadline for ordet-
ing bulbs is:

four feet long and five
feet wide. Just incredible!
We also stayed in Dublin
for three days and walked
through St. Stephen’s
Green every day; it’s a
more formal garden much
like the Public Garden in
Boston. Go to Ireland if
you can—what a treat for
a gardener!

~ Liz McCarron

Frday, October 9. For
brochures and ordering,
please contact Mary Ann
Higgins, 944-4428, ma-
higgins(@gmail.com.

If you would like some
help planting your bulb
otder, please let Mary

Ann know. N7 %
7


mailto:mahiggins@gmail.com
mailto:mahiggins@gmail.com

Page 2

The Flower Press

Volume 09, Issue 1

Save the Date!

Parker Tavern
Open House

December 6, 2009

Ask a Master Gardener

This month’s question
comes from Mary Ann Hig-
gins. She asks: “How do you
amend and improve the soil
in an established perennial
garden?

The answer is: it depends!
First, you need to review
what plants you have grow-
ing, and determine if they
are doing well or not. Check
to ensure they all have the
same shade/sun require-
ments, and the same pH soil

We '’ r e

Tuesday, 10/13, 7pm.
[The information in the
yearbook is incorrect. The
following is corrected.] The
Crystal Garden Club of
Wakefield is hosting area
clubs for an evening with
guest speaker Pernell
Gerver, who will speak
about "The Best Perennials
Though the Four Seasons".

needs. As long as everyone
is in the right spot, you can
move to step two, which is
... get your soil tested.
UMASS will do it for a
small fee, and on the form
you specify the soil is from a
perennial bed. They will
mail you the results with
recommendation for what
amendments you need, in
what quantities, and even
give you organic equiva-
lents. See their site:
www.umass.edu/soiltest/or

| Nnv I

Area clubs include Crystal,
Lynnfield, Reading, North
Reading, and Wake-

field. Doors open at 7pm
for refreshments and net-
working; lecture begins at
7:45pm. Guests are invited
at a cost of $5, payable at
the doot.

Horticulture News

Thanks to everyone who
volunteered their time to
water the Parker Tavern
Gardens this summet.

We are looking forward
to a great year ahead.
This is also our year to de
corate Parker Tavern for
the holidays so mark your

calendars for decorating
on December 4! The
Open House will be held
on December 6th.

More details to follow in
the next newslettet.

— Michele & Kim

t ed!

der.htm. If you want to do
something without the test,
the best thing is to add or-
ganic matter to your garden.
Organic compost, com-
posted cow manure, and
shredded leaves all provide
organic matter; all break
down and add nutrients to
the soil, and change its tex-
ture. Enriching your soil can
also improve drainage, im-
prove aeration, and improve
the soil’s capacity to hold
watet. Good Luck!

Wednesday, 1/13, 9:30am.
Lexington Field and Garden
Club has invited us to at-
tend their meeting and lec-
ture presented by Landscape
Historian and Designer,
Marie Stella, "Gardening for
the 21st Century, The Sus-
tainable Landscape". More
information will be supplied
closer to the date.

Meet, Please!

Donnan asks that each
committee chair have a
meeting with their mem-
bers before the General
meeting in October, to
discuss this yeat's pro-
jects, welcome new mem-
bers, get reac-

quainted, HAVE

FUN, etc. o

Sav
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This Month in the Garden

There are lots of things to
do in the garden in Septem-
ber. Here are a few ideas
from the 2009 UMASS cal-
endar.

1 Cut down and bury any
plants infected with
powdery mildew.

71 Pull weeds before they
release seeds.

1 Watch out for yellow
jackets when you’re

picking apples!

71 Divide peonies and
bleeding heart; replant
strong divisions with 3
to 5 eyes.

T Check local nurseries
for end-of-season plant
sale bargains.

1 Plant narrow-leaved
evergreen trees and
shrubs now.

1 Allow grass in newly
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seeded lawns to reach 3
inches before cutting it
back to 2 or 2.5 inches.

1 Dig up non-hardy
gladiolus when leaves
turn yellow, and allow
corms to dry in the sun
before storing.

1 Harvest carrots, turnips,
and beets as needed; but
leave the rest to con-
tinue their growth.

October Meeting—Fall Flower Workshop

At the October 8th meet-
ing of the Reading Gar-
den Club, we will be par-
ticipating in a hands-on
"Fall Floral Workshop"
with RGC member and
Floral Designer, Audrey
Thompsen.

Club Members will be

guided though the con-
struction of a beautiful
arrangement full of fall
flowers.

There will be a cost to
each participant which
may range anywhere
from $10-%$20.

Please RSVP to Suzanne

Fundraiser: Calendar Sale

UMASS Extension's
2010 Garden Calendar,
$12.00. The calendars fea-
ture information about se-
lected plants for each
month, including a large,
beautiful garden photo
taken by the experts of the
UMass Extension Program;

daily gardening tips for the
Northeast; daily sunrise and
sunset times; phases of the
moon; 2010 flower show
dates; plenty of room for
notes and low gloss paper
for easy writing. These
make great gifts! Pro-
ceeds benefit the Reading

McCance as soon as pos-
sible at:
sbmccance@vetizon.net
or at 781-507-22175. She
will be sending out a
more detailed email invi-
tation closer to the event,
with a better cost esti-
mate.

Garden Club and UMass
Extension Landscape, Nurs-
ery & Urban Forestry Pro-
gram.

Order deadline: Monday,
11/23. Please contact Mary
Ann Higgins, 944-4428,
mahiggins@gmail.com.
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Reading Garden Club Outing

Our first outing of the season will be held on Thursday, October 15t at the Nashoba Valley Winery
(www.nashobawinery.com). We will have a tour of the winery which includes a wine tasting and Nashoba Val-
ley wine glass, followed by a boxed lunch on the patio or porch, depending on the weather. The cost for this
outing will be approximately $25.00 depending on how many people attend. I need to get a sense of how many

would be interested, so please email me ASAP at ekrugman(@comecast.net to let me know if you would like to

participate. — Liz Krugman

Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts Happenings

Check the GCFM website for a full
listing (http://gardencentral.org/
gcfm/calendar/), but here are a few
things going on in September and
early October.

1 9/23 GC of Back Bay, "Birds of
two Worlds" by Bill Wilson,The
College Club44 Commonwealth
Ave., 10:00 amprogram free

1 9/255 Egremont GC "Moon Cot-
tage & Native PlantingsA Green
Experience", Bushnell Sage
Library, Sheffield, 2:00 pm, $10
donation, refreshments, RSVP
Nancy @ 413282677

1 9/252786 Southeastern District
Horticulture & Design Study
GroupFlower Show @Heritage

Museum & Gardens, SandwidkA,
Free with Museum Admission
10:00am- 5:00 pm, Contact:
Yvonne Capella @08947-5806
9/25-260 Middlesex Conservation
District "Fall Bulb & Perennial
Sale"@ 4HFairgrounds,

Westford 9/25 3:00 6:00pm &

9/26 8:00 am 12 noon
9/260 Heritage Museums & Gardens,
"Behind the scenes: Chelsea Flower
Show,by Paul Miskosvsky, land
scapedesignerfree with mu-
seumadmission1:00 PM, Formore
info:
visit heritagemuseumsandgardens.or
9/30-10/30 NGC FallBoard, St.
Louis, MO
10/2126 Topsfield Fair

1

1

1

10/40 Easton GC Booth @ Natural
Resources Trust Harvest & Crafts
Fair, Sheep Pasture, North Easton,
10:00 am 5:00 pm, Contact:
info@eastongardenclub.org

10/70 GCFM ExecutiveBoard
Meeting, Espousal Ctr., Waltham,
10:15 am

10/70 Pinefield GC, "Art's Traveling
Cactus & Succulent Show" by Art
Scarpa; St. AndrewShurch, Fram-
ingham, 7:30 pm, $5, Contact: L.
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