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Please let Liz
McCarron know

about any changes

to your information
in the Yearbook.
Thanks!

Reading Garden Club
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Letter from the Editor

Happy October! This
month, the mums are
looking so gorgeous that I
thought I would write
about them.

Mums are really called-
Chrysanthemums, which
comes from the Greek
“chrys” meaning golden
(its original color) and
“anthemion”, meaning
flower.

Mums are a genus
(Chrysanthemum) of about
30 species of perennial
flowering plants in the
family Asteraceae, native to
Asia and northeastern
Europe.

According to Wikipedia,
modern chrysanthemums
are much more showy
than their wild relatives.
Flowers can be daisy-like,
decorative, pompons or
buttons. The genus con-
tains many hybrids and
thousands of cultivars. In
addition to the traditional
yellow, other colors are
available, such as white,
purple, and red.

According to Teleflora,
They are the November
birth flower, the 13th
wedding anniversary
flower and the official
flower of the city of Chi-

cago. In Japan, there is a

Festival of Happiness to
celebrate mums each year.

A symbol of the sun, the
Japanese consider the or-
derly unfolding of the
chrysanthemum’s petals
to represent perfection,
and Confucius once sug-
gested they be used as an
object of meditation. It is
said that a single petal of
this celebrated flower
placed at the bottom of a
wine glass will encourage
a long and healthy life.

Put a mum on your front
steps and enjoy!

~ Liz McCarron

Spring Bulb Sale—Deadline Approaching!

The sale of spring bulbs
from the Van Bourgonien
Company is going on now
and will end on Friday,
October 9th. Call Mary
Ann Higgins if you would
like to purchase some and
haven't done so.

Brochures and order
forms will be available at
our October meeting as

well. Checks should be
made out to, "The Read-
ing Garden Club." Here is
the website if you aren't
able to come to the meet-
ing. http://www.dutchbul
bs.com/images/articles/f
undraisers/fall-
2009/VB%20Fall%20Fu
ndraising%202009.pdf .

Bulbs will come in the

week of October 23rd
and you will be contacted
about delivery. If anyone
needs assistance in plant-
ing, please call Mary Ann
Higgins at 1-617-347-
8346. We have several
people who would be de-
lighted to help youl
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Horticulture Morning

Monday 11/16, 10:00 a.m.,
at the Espousal Center in
Waltham.
"Maintaining your
landscape naturally" -
Using native and dry
condition plants in the
garden presented by Cathy
Felton. Call Michele or
Kim about carpooling!

Pernell Gerver

The Flower Press

Ask a Master Gardener

This month’s question
comes from Mary Ann
Higgins. She asks: “What
is the best way to store
dahlia bulbs over the
winter? Mine rotted last
year.”

Dahlias will continue to
bloom right up until frost.
A heavy frost will kill the
plant and leave you with a
decision on your next step.
You can do nothing, and
plant new ones next year,

ot, you can dig and store
them until next spring.

According to gardening
guru Martha Stewart, you
want to dig up tubers right
after frost blackens the
foliage. Cut the stems to a
few inches long and wash
off any soil. Dry the tubers
for a day, stems down.
Then place them in a card-
board box and cover with
slightly damp sawdust or

vermiculite. Store the box

Horticulture News

Michele Kane send the fol-
lowing event news:

Parker Tavern Cleanup
Thursday, October 22, 9:00
a.m. All are welcome to
bring your favorite garden
clean up tools to help put
the Tavern gardens to bed

for the winter. Afterward we

will be discussing our plans
for decorating Parker Tav-
ern for the holidays.

Holiday Decorating at
Parker Tavern, December 4,
9:00 a.m. All are invited to
come help decorate Parker
Tavern for the Holiday
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at about 40 degrees. Open
the box and inspect the
tubers in January; if any are
shriveling, mist the saw-
dust or vermiculite with
water until it is barely
damp. Cover and store.

Info on planting dahlia
tubers in the spring can be
found at the American
Dahlia Society site:

http:/ /www.dahlia.org/ind
ex.php?page=growing-
dahlias.

Open House held on Sun-
day, December 6. Join us
for this festive activity. A
workshop will be held in
November to prepare items
we will need to decorate.
Date and time to be an-

nounced soon.

First Joint-Meeting of Area Garden Clubs

The first joint meeting of the
area garden clubs (including
Crystal, Lynnfield, Reading,
North Reading, and Wakefield)
will be held on Tuesday,
10/13. The guest speaker will
be Pernell Gerver

(http:/ /www.petnellgerver.co
m) who will speak about "The
Best Perennials through the
Four Seasons". He will also be

offering plants and products
for sale at the close of the
meeting. The meeting will
begin at 7pm with networking
session when refreshments will
be served. The presentation
will begin at 7:45pm. The
meeting will be held at the Elks
Lodge, 63 Bay State Road,
Wakefield MA. You are wel-
come to bring a guest. The fee

for non-members will be
$5.00, payable at the door.
This is the first in a series of
annual joint meetings for the
area Garden Clubs and we’re
hoping for a great turnout
from the RGC. Please let Suzy
McCance know as soon as
possible if you are planning to
attend. Thanks.
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This Month in the Garden

Leaves are turning, the
weather is turning colder,
and there are lots of things
to do in the garden thius
month! Here are a few ideas
from the 2009 UMASS cal-
endar.

T Remove fallen leaves
from newly seeded
lawns

1  Mow over raked leaves
to chop them for the
compost pile or for

winter mulch

Use onions with thick
necks first; they won’t
store well

=a

Divide clumps of tarra-
gon, chives, and mint
and replant health sec-
tions

71 Freeze bunches of pars-
ley for winter recopies

T Plant tulip bulbs. Cover
newly planted bulbs

Mark Your Calendars!

Susan Bowe reports that
the Adopt An Island
commi tteeds
preciation Night will be
held Thursday, October
29. She requests that if
anyone would like to pro-
vide baked goods for the

event, to please contact
her or Sue Hunter.
RNV ahificlidn”
committee reports that
they will hold the Library
FALL CLEANUP on
November 7th from
9a.m.-12 noon. Rain date

with wire mesh to keep
out the critters

1 Continue to mow lawns
until a hard frost stops
growth

M Clean and refill bird-
feeders

T Around 10/20, pot up
amaryllis bulbs and wa-
ter well. Don’t water
again until new growth
appears.

is November 14th. Bring
garden gloves, clippers,
rakes and re-useable ny-
lon bags if you have

them.

UMASS Extension Garden Calendar

Once again we are offer-
ing these beautiful calen-
dars from UMASS. They
are only $12 each and
make lovely gifts for the
holidays. They will be
available for purchase and
for ordering at both the
October and November

meetings. Profits go to
support the many activi-
ties of the UMASS Ex-
tension which include
forestry, agriculture, ur-
ban planting and educa-
tional programs for the
public. If you can't make
the meetings and would

like to order a calendar,
call Mary Ann Higgins 1-
617-347-8346, and a cal-
endar will be delivered to
you. Checks should be
made out to "The Read-
ing Garden Club."
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Dear Reading Garden Club Members,

e Web!

Please join the Trustees, Staff and friends of the Reading Public Library
for the dedication of the Celebration Garden on Monday, October 19, 2009, at 5:57 - sunset, on the Library
patio. Please RSVP by October 12 to Donnan Barnes, 944-7121, barnescwds@aol.com.

Ruth Utrell, Director
Reading Public Library

Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts Happenings

Check the GCFM website for a
full listing (http://
gardencentral.org/gcfm/
calendat/), but here are a few
things going on in October.

1 10/2-12—Topsfield Fair

1 10/4—Easton GC Booth @
Natural Resources Trust Har-
vest & Crafts Fair, Sheep Pas-
ture, North FEaston, 10:00 am
- 5:00 pm, Contact:
info(@eastongardenclub.org

T 10/7—GCFM Execu-
tive Board Meeting, Espousal
Ctr., Waltham, 10:15 am

1  10/7—Pinefield GC, "Art's

Traveling Cactus & Succulent
Show" by Art Scarpa; St. An-
drews Church, Framingham, 7:30
pm, $5, Contact: L. Hughes @
508-320-0041
10/8—Southeastern District
Coffee

10/14—Arlington GC, "The cul-
tivation and care of houseplants"
by Paul Carlberg, St. John's Epis-
copal Church, Arlington, 10:30
am

10/14—Designing Principles 1,
Espousal Ctr. Waltham, 10:00 am
10/14—Lexington Field & GC,
"Changes in Flora & Fauna from
Thoreau's Time to Today",

by Peter Alden, National Heri-
tage Museum, Lexington (Farr
Conf. Rm) 6:30 - 8:30 pm
10/15—Yearbook due to Fed-
eration office, 3 copies
10/15-17—ILandscape Design
Study Program, Course III, Se-
ties 13, @ Regis College, Wes-
ton

10/20—Design Workshop 1,
Espousal Center, Waltham,
10:00 am
10/27—Fall
Conference,
Andover
Country Club,
9:00 am
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