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November is all about giv-

ing thanks, so here are a few 

things I am thankful for . . . 

Firstly, a big thank you to all 

the members who volunteer 

extra time to be on the Ex-

ecutive Board or serve as 

committee chairs. Thanks 

also to those who volunteer 

their homes to host board 

meetings—always good 

food and good laughs! 

Next, thanks to the long-

time Club members who 

mentor others, sponsor new 

members, and share won-

derful stories of the Club 

and its members, past and 

present. 

Thanks to the new members 

who step up to the plate by 

taking on leadership roles 

and throwing themselves 

into Club committees and 

events. 

Thanks to the members, 

and you know who you are, 

who are there every time a 

call goes out for help with 

cooking, clean up, digging, 

planting, pruning, etc. You 

always answer the call, and 

we do appreciate it! 

Special thanks to members 

with great ideas (like aprons, 

T-shirts, and hats with the 

Club logo!) and the stamina 

to follow through with 

them.  

Thanks to members who 

painstakingly put together 

Books of Evidence to try 

and tell the Federation how 

wonderful we are and what 

we do in and for the Town. 

Thanks to members who 

plan wonderful events to get 

us together outside of Club 

meetings. 

Thanks to members who 

make the Town (and RGC!) 

look good by maintaining 

AAI sites, as well as Parker 

Tavern, Hospice, and the 

Library Celebration gardens. 

Thanks to members who 

keep us up-to-date with 

news of members who need 

a card, a prayer, or a visit. 

Thanks, folks, for every-

thing you do! 

                  ~ Liz McCarron 

Letter from the Editor 

The program speaker for the 
November meeting on Thurs-
day is Rita Wollerming of the 
HERB FARMacy in Salisbury, 
Mass. Her topic is 'Organic 
Gardening and Companion 
Planting'. There will be a raffle 
basket and other items for sale 
from the HERB FARMacy 
(www.theherbfarmacy.com).  
Rita's credentials are extensive 
and impressive so this should 
be an exciting program. 
 

Although it seems far off, the 
December meeting is fast ap-
proaching. The RGC will pre-
sent Elaine DiGiovanni 
(Director, East Middlesex Di-
vision of GCFM) and Linda 
Ladd for a holiday floral ar-
rangement exposition and raf-
fle.  Both designers have won 
many awards for floral design 
and both are National Garden 
Clubs accredited master flower 
show judges. Ladd is past 
Chairman of Art in Bloom at 

the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston and DiGiovanni was 
named Flower Arranger of the 
Year in 2007 in the National 
Garden Club’s Vision of 
Beauty Calendar. You are en-
couraged to invite guests to 
this festive meeting. Please let 
Rose Rose know the name of 
anyone 
who 
will be 
joining 
you. 
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Inside this issue: 

Membership News! 

Cauleen Autery is re-

signing, Christine Pear-

son has requested Sus-

taining, and new mem-

ber, Martha Stackhouse, 

will be joining in De-

cember, sponsored by 

Suzy McCance.   

Martha Stackhouse, 263 

Charles St., Reading, 

781-942-5866, mmstack-

house@hotmail.com. 

Please update your 

Yearbooks! 
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This month’s question comes 
from Mary Ann Higgins. Q: Is 
there anything special to do to 
plants when you bring them 
inside for the winter?  

A: Hopefully all your plants are 
back indoors already! They 
should be moved back indoors 
in early September. 

In the same way that you 
harden plants off before put-
ting them outdoors in the 
spring, you need to adjust them 
to coming indoors as well. 
Expose plants gradually to 

reduced indoor lighting. A 
gradual reintroduction is best, 
since sudden changes in tem-
perature, light, and humidity 
can be traumatic to plants. The 
trauma can include yellowed 
leaves, dieback, wilting, and 
sometimes you may even lose 
the plant. 

Wash the windows--both in-
side and out--to ensure that 
plants will get adequate light.  
Repot any plants that need it 
using sterilized potting soil in 
clean containers.  

Inspect plants for insects and 
diseases, and treat as appropri-
ate before bringing them in-
side. Check the outside of the 
pot for signs of soil or un-
wanted inhabitants.  Soaking 
the pot in a tub of lukewarm 
water for about 15 minutes will 
force insects out of the soil.  If 
snails, earthworms, or other 
insects burrowed in the soil, 
you might want to repot the 
plant.  

Don’t overwater, and give a 
little shot of fertilizer to help 
them feel strong and healthy. 

the end of this fiscal year, 
June 30.   

The money must be used 
for, or donated to, the 
Reading community.  If 
you have any ideas about 
how we may use this 
money, either all of it or 
part of it, please contact 

RGC President, Donnan 

Barnes, sends us the fol-

lowing information and 

asks for Club member 

suggestions. 

“The Club has an excess 
of $5000 which, because 
we are a nonprofit organi-
zation, we must use by 

Donnan Barnes, 781-944-
7121, ba-
rnescwdw@aol.com, with 
your suggestions.” 

This is your chance, 
members! What do YOU 
think the money should 
be used for?! 

Ask a Master Gardener 

Wanted: Spending Suggestions 

Horticulture News 
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working with pinecones. A 

sign up sheet will be avail-

able at the November meet-

ing. 

Parker Tavern Decorat-

ing: Friday, 12/4, 9:00 a.m., 

Parker Tavern. We will be 

decorating Parker Tavern 

with items from our work-

shop in addition to fresh 

greens and arrangements. 

Holiday Open House: 

Parker Tavern: Sunday, De-

cember 6, 1 - 4 p.m. 

Cleanup after Open 

House: Monday, 12/7, 9:00 

a.m., Parker Tavern. 

Holiday Decorating 

Workshop: Thursday, 

11/19, 9:30 a.m. at Kim 

Verdries’ house. Festive 

decorations will be made for 

the Parker Tavern Holiday 

Open House. Some items 

included will be birch bark 

stars, twig stars, wreaths and 

Monday 11/16, 10:00 a.m., 
at the Espousal Center in 

Waltham. 
"Maintaining your 

landscape naturally" - 
Using native and dry 

condition plants in the 
garden presented by Cathy 

Felton. Call Michele or 
Kim about carpooling! 

Horticulture Morning 
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This Month in the Garden  

Festival of  Trees at Elm Bank 

Annual Memory Tree Ceremony 

It’s been warm lately, enjoy 

it while you can! Here’s 

things you can do in the 

garden this month, courtesy 

of the UMASS calendar: 

 Continue planting 

spring bulbs until the 

ground freezes. 

 Bake dry pumpkin seeds 

with olive oil and sea 

salt for 15 minutes at 

350 degrees for a 

healthy snack! 

 Clean those gutters! 

 Cut away suckers at the 

base of lilac bushes and 

mulch bushes with ma-

nure. 

 Don’t store apples or 

pears with vegetables—

the fruits give off ethyl-

ene gas which speeds 

up the breakdown of 

vegetables. 

 November 15, 2009 is 

National Recycling Day! 

Celebrate by compost-

ing kitchen scraps! 

 Use a steel brush to 

remove rust from gar-

den tools. Wipe clean 

tools with an oily rag 

before storing. 

 Move houseplants that 

are dropping leaves to 

brighter light. 

 On 11/26, give thanks 

for  great soil, sunshine, 

and light rain. :) 

All proceeds from the Memory 
Tree are applied toward Read-
ing Garden Club projects in 
and for the Town of Reading.   

The Memory Tree book con-
taining the names of remem-
bered individuals, events and 
contributors will be on display 
in the Reading Public Library 
during the month of Decem-
ber. 

All Club members are respon-
sible for 3 lights. Please pick up 
a form at the November meet-
ing, and send completed form 
with a check payable to the 
Reading Garden Club, to Corri 
by November 30. Or, e-mail 
her the information at 
corri.ogburn@gmail.com.   If 
you have any questions you 
may call Corri Ogburn at (781) 
944-2827.   

Our Memory Tree Ceremony 
will take place on Sunday, 
December 6, at 4:00 p.m. on 
the front lawn of the Reading 
Public Library.  All are wel-
come and encouraged to attend 
this brief, commemorative 
ceremony.   

A donation of $5.00 purchases 
a light in memory of an indi-
vidual or to celebrate an event.  

Building - the beautiful, 

converted carriage house 

on the grounds of Elm 

Bank - filled to overflow-

ing with decorated trees.  

 

For more information, 

contact Joyce at 978-470-

0263 or at 

From November 20 

through December 4, 

Elm Bank will host the 

first edition of what 

promises to be an annual 

tradition: the MassHort 

Festival of Trees. 

 

Imagine the Hunnewell 

joyce.bakshi@verizon.net. 

 

And, come the end of 

November, mark it on 

you calendar under 

'getting into the holiday 

spirit.'  
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6:00 pm 
12/2ðGCFM Executive Board Meeting, 

Espousal Ctr. Waltham, 10:15am 

12/2ðPinefield GC, "The Creation of a 

Rose Parade Float", by Jean Rousseau & 

Shelley Cantor, St. Andrews Church, 

Framingham, 7:30 pm $5 
12/3ðHopkinton GC, "Holiday Open 

House - Flower arranging with  Diane Bul-

lock", Hopkins School, Hopkinton 6:30 

pm, $10,  Contact: Leslie Skrzypczak 

@508-435-9401 
12/4-6ðHeritage Museum & Gardens, 

Sandwich, MA "Holidays at Heritage" 

explore the Hart Family Maze Garden, 

Automobile & Art Museums will be deco-

rated for the holidays. 5:00 pm - 9:00  pm, 

$5 Member Adults, $6 non member 

Adults, $2 for ages 4-12, ages 3 and under 

free. Contact: 508-888-3300 for more in-

November 2009 
 

11/16ðHorticulture Morning, Es-

pousal Ctr. Waltham, 10:00 am     
11/27-29ðHeritage Museum & Gar-

dens, Sandwich, MA "Holidays at Heri-

tage" explore the Hart Family Maze 

Garden, Automobile & Art Museums 

will be decorated for the holidays. 5:00 

pm - 9:00 pm, $5 Member Adults, $6 

non member Adults, $2 for ages 4-12, 

ages 3 and under free. Contact: 508-

888-3300 for more information. 

 

December 2009 

 

12/1ðAwards Deadline 

12/1ðFriendly GC, "Open meeting & 

Greens Sale", featuring designer Betty 

Call,  Cove Community Ctr., Beverly, 

formation.    
12/5ðWareham GC "Annual Christmas 

Faire", First Congregational Church Fel-

lowship Hall, Wareham,  9:00 am - sold 

out; Free, Contact: Donna Greenwood @ 

508-748-1011 

12/5ðBelmont GC "Greens Sale", St. 

Joseph's Parish Hall, Belmont, 10:00 am - 

2:00 pm. Use entrance from School Street 

Parking lot 

12/5ðDanvers GC  "Green's Sale" @ 

Endicott Park Carriage House,9:00am -

 12:00 noon 

12/5ðWollaston GC 

of Quincy, "Holiday 

Greens Sale", Wollas-

ton Congregational 

Church, Quincy 9:00 

am - 11:00 am. 

Garden Club Federation of  Massachusetts Happenings 

Weõre On The Web!  

www.readinggardenclub.org  

Save the date: Monday, November 16, at 11 AM! 

Northeast Nursery in Peabody has again invited RGC to a private showing at their wholesale Christmas show-

room located on Bourbon Street.  We will have private access to an expanded variety of ornaments, silks, 

picks, artificial garlands, ribbon, greens, wreaths and trees.  Please contact Donnan Barnes, 781-944-7121, ba-

rnescwdw@aol.com if you are interested in going.  We will carpool from Pier One at 10:30.      
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