
The Flower Press 

Happy May!  Since the Club is 
gearing up for our plant sale, I 
thought I‟d write about that. 

RGC‟s annual “Geraniums and 
More” Plant Sale is our big 
money maker. It is so impor-
tant that the Club‟s Standing 
Rules state that all active mem-
bers are expected to participate 
in this fund-raising effort. If 
everyone wasn‟t involved, the 
sale would not be such a suc-
cess. In this case, participating 
means providing baked goods 
for the bake sale table (or 
money, but it‟s better for the 
Club if there are lots of good-
ies to sell!) and plants for the 
members plant table. All mem-
bers are also expected to work 
at the sale, to pitch in and raise 
money for the Club.  

I remember my first Gerani-
ums & More Sale —I was on 

the Adopt-an-Island commit-
tee at the time, and got the 
scoop from my sponsor, Sue 
Hunter. I think I dug up a few 
hosta plants to donate. When I 
dropped my plants off, Don-
nan and Julianne were labeling 
and pricing plants—I couldn‟t 
believe how many there were, 
and how many different ones 
there were!  

I had baked two Irish breads 
for the sale, and remember 
being relieved that they both 
sold. (I had asked my sister to 
come to the sale and buy them 
if they hadn‟t!) 

At the sale, Sue Hunter  
amazed me with her knowl-
edge and salesmanship! I had 
been nervous since I‟m a shy 
person (Really. Stop laughing.) 
But once the sale started I was 
having a ball! The best part 

was, of course, buying the 
member plants I was coveting; 
I still have the Solomon‟s Seal I 
bought, and maybe by next 
year I will have enough to di-
vide and give back to the sale. 

For all you new members—the 
sale is a really fun way to meet 
other Club members, to learn 
about plants, to meet friends 
and neighbors, and most of all, 
to buy plants for your own 
garden! Oh, I mean, most of all 
to raise funds for the Club. 
Questions? Concerns? Ask 
someone! Lots of nice people 
will help you! 

Diane and the rest of the Ways 
& Means Committee have 
been working hard to make the 
sale a success. So see you there, 
rain or shine! 
 
                       ~ Liz McCarron    

Letter from the Editor 

 

Please Remember to 
BYOL ! We will be "brown 
bagging" our May meeting 
on Thursday. Please bring 

a sandwich or salad or 
whatever for yourself. Cof-
fee, iced tea, lemonade, and 
chips will be provided, as 
well as "Create your own" 
ice cream treats. See you 

there! 

 

For Sale! One Gallon 
White Ceramic COM-

POST KEEPER in excel-
lent condition. 10.5” x 8”, 
$12.00. Includes filter in 

lid and original box.  
Used less than one month 

before finding another 
that better matches 

kitchen. Contact Deb 
Collins if interested. 

Online Garden School! 

The first in a series from 
Learn2Grow and National 

Garden Clubs, Inc. The 
course focuses on the garden-
ing essentials: Basics of Bot-

any, Soil and Soil Preparation, 
Plant Propagation, and Com-

posting. Course is about 6 
hours, over 30 days. Price: 

$100. More info: 
http://www.gardenclub.org/s
chools/OnlineGardenStudy.a

spx 
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Inside this issue:  

New Members! 

Kathleen Dugan 
132 West St.,  
781-266-7885 

kduga-
nabc@yahoo.com   

 
Jane M. Fiore 

11 Gateway Circle 
781-944-8570 

fiore-j5@comcast.net 

E-Mail Change!  

Betty Walsh‟s new e-
mail: Grammiew1 

@verizon.net  

mailto:Grammiew1@verizon.net
mailto:Grammiew1@verizon.net


This month‟s question comes 
from a friend of Suzy 
McCance. Q: How did the 
Martha Washington Gera-
nium get its name?  

A: I don‟t know! I did lots of 
research but can‟t find an an-
swer. BUT, here‟s what I can 
tell you. Apparently, a “Martha 
Washington” geranium is really 
a Regal Pelargonium 
(Pelargonium x domesticum). 
From Greenhouse Product Newsõ 
website: “They have been 
popular garden and patio 
plants since hybridization of 
this class began in the 1830s. 

The class combines the genet-
ics of as many as nine pelargo-
nium species. After introduc-
tion into the United States in 
the late 1800s, Regals became 
well-liked and were commonly 
called „Martha Washington‟ 
geraniums after a popular vari-
ety of the day.”  

The real “geraniums” are what 
we call “Cranesbill”. In our 
growing zone, Cranesbill is a 
perennial, while pelargonium is 
treated as an annual—but they 
are perennial in zone 9b and 
higher. 

Indoors, Regals perform best 
in a cool, eastern exposure, and 
will flower for 4 to 6 weeks. Be 
sure to provide plenty of water 
since mature Regals tend to 
consume water at a high rate. 
Be careful to not allow them to 
become waterlogged, or to sit 
in water however.  

Outdoors, they require cool 
nighttime and relatively cooler 
daytime temperatures through-
out the growing season in or-
der to bloom.  

So see you Saturday at the Pe-
largoniums & More sale! 

something for every one.  
I haven't received a figure 
yet for the cost to each 
member but a notice will 
be sent out later in the 
week. I will take atten-
dance responses via com-
puter, mail, or at the May 
meeting. Checks/cash can 
be delivered to my home 

Suzy McCance reports: 
The Reading Garden 
Club's Annual luncheon 
will be held on June 10th, 
2010 at 11am. We will 
meet at the Meadow-
brook Golf Club in Read-
ing, Mass. There is no 
need to submit a choice 
of meal and there will be 

(534 Franklin Street) or I'll 
collect them at the May 
meeting. I‟m looking for-
ward to seeing everyone at 
the Luncheon and wrap-
ping up another fun year.  
Watch your email for the 
final price, and I‟ll an-
nounce it at the May meet-
ing. Thanks! 

Ask a Master Gardener 

RGC Annual Meeting & Luncheon 

The Plant Sale: Our Biggest Fundraiser! 
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This procedure should help the 
public know who they can ask 
for assistance. 
 
Please bake as much as possi-
ble. If you are unable to bake, 
we would appreciate a $20.00 
donation. Label your baked 
goods and give the recipe or 
list of ingredients to the Bake 
Table. 
Please bring your plants to 

Ann W.'s or Ania's house asap. 
Please label the plant if you 
know what it is. Please help us 
deliver plants Friday night if 
you are available. 
 
Please bring extra bags and 
boxes for plants if you can, and  
bring wagons if you have one. 
 
A big hearty thank you to all 
for all that you have done! 

Saturday, 5/15 from 9 to 1, is 
our big event: the Geraniums 
& More Plant Sale. The plants 
are absolutely gorgeous this 
year! Contact Diane Chapin 
with any questions: 781.944-
8152 or dichapin@comcast.net 

A few reminders: 
Please be sure you have signed 
up to work. Please be sure to 
sign in when you arrive, then 
we can give you a name tag. 

Image from Google Images 

Image from Diane Chapin 



This Month in the Garden  

Monthly Donation for Food Pantry Continues! 

Society Row Plant Sale at Elm Bank 

We‟re actually having a 

Spring this year—get out 

there and get your hands 

dirty! Here‟s what you can 

do this month: 

¶ Don‟t plant tomatoes, 

eggplants, or peppers 

yet. We can still see 

frosts so wait for Me-

morial Day. 

¶ You CAN plant beets, 

carrots, radishes, lettuce 

and parsley now—they 

don‟t mind the cold. 

¶ Prune out dead twigs on 

junipers while plants are 

dry. 

¶ Mulch gardens to pre-

vent weeds and retain 

moisture. Mulches 

should be 2 to 4 inches 

deep, and shouldn‟t 

really touch the plants. 

Do NOT create mulch 

“volcanos” around tree 

trunks! It will kill the 

trees.  

¶ Remove dead flowers 

from tulips, daffodils, 

and other spring flower-

ing bulbs, but not the 

leaves. The leaves are 

needed to provide nutri-

tion for next year‟s 

blooms. 

¶ Make sure you water 

any newly planted trees, 

shrubs, and perennials 

until they become es-

tablished. 

¶ Grab a rain gauge at the 

Town Hall! 

For the second year, Mass-
Hort will offer stunning 
annuals and perennials from 
its own greenhouses. Mass-
hort members are invited to 
a "Members Only" hour 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Gen-
eral public hours will be 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  

The event is held at Elm 

Bank in Wellesley, MA. For 
directions, and more info 
see: http://
www.masshort.org/
component/
option,com_events/
task,view_detail/agid,222/
year,2010/month,05/
day,22/Itemid,1000002/
catids,50|24|18/ 

The annual Society Row 
Plant Sale, held this year on 
Saturday, May 22, is one of 
the major get-togethers of 
the horticultural commu-
nity.  The day-long sale fea-
tures thousands of perenni-
als, fifteen regional plant 
societies, garden tours, and 
the Master Gardener Help 
Desk.   

¶ Any kind of cereal 

¶ Canned fish, canned meats 
that do not need refrigera-
tion 

¶ Canned chili, hash, stew 

¶ Canned pasta, ravioli,  
beefaroni 

¶ Mayo, ketchup, mustard, 
relish 

Please bring 1 or 2 of the fol-
lowing to Thursday‟s meeting. 
Remember to check the expira-
tion date. Paper products and 
anything else that is taxed can-
not be bought with food 
stamps, so those items are al-
ways in need. NO TUNA, 
SOUP, or DRY PASTA is 
needed. Thank you! 

¶ Juice boxes, coffee (all 
kinds), hot chocolate 

¶ School snacks (granola 
bars, raisins, etc.) 

¶ Spaghetti sauce & canned 
tomato products 

¶ Paper towels, toilet paper, 
tissues 

¶ Laundry & dish detergent 

¶ Toothpaste, shampoo 

Thank you! 
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¶ 5/16/2010: 10am - 2pm - North 
Andover GC Plant Sale, Stevens 
Mem. Library 

¶ 5/19: 10am - 4pm - Lexington 
Field & GC Plant Sale, National 
Heritage Museum 

¶ 5/26: GCFMA Annual Meet-
ing. Holiday Inn, Mansfield, MA  

¶ 5/27: 10am - Gardening Coun-
sultants Council, Ipswich 

June 2010 

¶ 6/2: 10:15am—GCFM Execu-
tive Board Meeting. Espousal 

May 2010 
¶ 5/11: 10:00am - Design 

Workshop III, Espousal Cen-
ter, Waltham 

¶ 5/12 - 5/17: NGC Conven-
tion, Atlanta, GA 

¶ 5/12: 9:30am - Lexington 
Field & GC, "Beginning 
Years", presented by Kris 
Burton, open to the public, 
National Heritage museum 

¶ 5/12: 10:30am - Arlington GC 
"Vegetable Gardening", pre-
sented by Sonya Johanson, 
Master Gardner, St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Arlington 

Center, Waltham, MA 

¶ 6/11: 9:30am—Barnstable Fair 
Flower Show Exhibitors Meet-
ing 

¶ 6/16: 10:00am—Ruth A Wal-
lack Lecture with Rene Van 
Rems. Location: Regis College 

 

Garden Club Federation of  Massachusetts Happenings 

Weõre On The Web!  

www.readinggardenclub.org  

 
Despite the cool, rainy weather, the Colonial Faire at Parker Tavern 
went on as scheduled. Michele and Donnan were among those who 

tended the RGC booth, selling herbs and providing information 
about club activities and the plantings at Parker Tavern.  

~Evie Pyle 


