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New Members!

Two new members
will be joining us in
Octobet:

Shirley Sandler

Matrlene Cohen

Status Change

Joanne Secher will be
moving from Active
status to Sustaining

Openings

We have two open-
ings—tell a friend!
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Letter from the Editor

Well everyone, it’s been really
fun doing the Flower Press for
the last two years, but it is time
to move on. I want to try all
the different committees, one
by one, to get a better of idea
of what the Club does, and to
get to know people I don’t
really know yet.

“ HI ”

When I joined RGC, I was put
on the Adopt-an-Island com-
mittee and it was a great place
to start! I got to work with
wonderful people who worked
hard to ensure all the AAI sites
around town look great. I also
got to zip around town, and
visit places I had never been
before!

Next I moved on to Press &
Historian. This was a more
solitary job, writing articles for
the local papers, and getting
our name out there in whatever

“Cl i1 ps

media I could—newsletters,
the local RCTV channel, any-
thing was game! Every time
something appeared in the
press, I saved it, and eventually
created the annual Press Book,
which gets sent to the Garden
Club Federation of Massachu-
setts for award consideration.
While my books never won
anything, Evie Pyle’s sure have!

Then, I moved into my current
job of producing the Flower
Press. As I said, a really fun
way to get information to RGC
members.

So what is next? I am going to
be the Club’s “Scheduler”!
This is a new committee, so we
are still trying to figure out
everything that will be in-
volved. To start with, I will be
in charge of scheduling all
RGC members to water and

& Cut

Step on up and volunteer
to be a chair person! We
still need chairs (or co-
chairs, if you want to serve
with a friend) for:

e  Civic Beautification
e Press & Historian
e Hospitality

Ask any board member for
more information! We’d
love to have youl

Grab Those Cameras!
NOW is the time to take
pictures of your gardens
so you know what is
where, when it bloomed,
and want color it was! It
will also help you label
any donations for next
year’s plant sale!

weed at all the sites the Club
supports around Town: the
AAL site by the railroad station,
the Parker Tavern, and the
Library’s Celebration Garden.
I’m excited because I will get
to talk to all the active mem-
bers, help them pick a site and
a week they want to cover, and
remind them when their turn
comes up. So, please start
thinking about what weeks you
are available, and what place
(ot places!) you would like to
help with. We started last
week, and will continue to as-
sign weeks all the way through
Labor Day. Get together with a
friend, and sign up together if
you want company! I'll start
bugging everyone Thursday at
the Annual Meeting and
Luncheon. I love being a mem-
ber of a working Club!

~ Liz McCarron
ti ngs

Reminder!

The Annual Meeting
Luncheon of the RGC
will be held this Thurs-
day, June 10th at 11:00

am at Meadowbrook

Golf Club in Reading.

Hope to see you therel
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The Flower Press

Ask a Master Gardener

A question from Donnan. . .

Q: What flowers would be
suited for a floating flower
arrangement?

A: Floating flower arrange-
ments are wonderful for dinner
parties, showers, brunches, or
whatever. You can make them
formal or casual, depending on
what kind of container and
flowers you use. You want to
use flowers with big flat-ish
blooms and lots of surface
area. Here are a few flowers
you can try:

Help, Please!

e gerbera daisies

® chrysanthemums
® oardenias

®  orchids

°

rose petals (hard to use
roses - the heads are

heavy!)

If you’ve never made a floating
arrangement, here’s a basic
one. Fill a low glass bowl 3/4
of the way full of water. Cut
the flowers very short, leaving
less than an inch of stem and
float them in bowl. Done! You
can also add pebbles, shells, or
glass rounds to the bottom of
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the bowl, but sometimes that is
overkill. You can add floating
candles, as long as they are not
too crowded (you can set the
flowers on fire!). You can also
put skinny greens like bear
grass around the inside of the
bowl - people do that with
orchids. If you use white flow-
ers, you can also put a drop or
two of food color in the water
so the flowers really "pop".
Some people use taller glass
bowls or vases and completely
submerge flowers or fruit! Try
one of these floating arrange-
ments as a fast, easy, way to
create a beautiful centerpiece.
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Volunteers are needed at the Library
Celebration Garden, Sunday, 6/13,
9-11 AM to spread mulch.

Please help keep this award-
winning garden beautiful during the
hot summer months. The mulch
will help cut down on weeding and
watering! Please bring wheelbar-
rows, shovels, rakes, and gloves.

All of us on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee want to extend a huge thank you
to everyone for all that you did to help
make our annual Geraniums & More
Plant Sale such a success. The plants
were beautiful, the shoppers were plen-
tiful plus we had lots of fun. Great team-
work, my fellow gardeners!

~ Diane Chapin

RGC Wins Three GCEM Awards!

The Garden Club Federation
of Massachusetts has awarded
a Certificate of Merit for Civic
Projects—Landscaping Public
Buildingsf as well as the Vit-
ginia F. Thurston Landscape
Design Award for
“outstanding activity in the
area of landscape design” to
the RGC for its work on Cele-
bration Garden at the Reading
Public Library! Congratulations

to Lauri Johnson, for her
award-winning design; all the

to the town, is a beautiful, per-
manent testimony to the talent

RGC members who cleaned up and ongoing commitment of
the area and then composted,
planted, mulched, and watered
the garden; the town, DPW,
and library for their support;
and Joe Dolben and Boy Scout
Troop 728 for their involve-
ment throughout the project.
Celebration Garden, part of
the club’s 50th-anniversary gift

RGC members to the club’s ob-
jectives and projects.

The club’s numerous activities
throughout the year were chroni-
cled in the Publicity Press Book,
which was awarded second place
for a medium-size club.

~ Evie Pyle
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This Month in the Garden

Summer is almost here! Get
out there before it gets too
hot. Here’s what you can do
this month:

e  Water gardens and
lawns 1 inch per week.
A heavy soaking less
often encourages deeper
rooting than frequent
light watering.

e Keep mower blades
sharp to minimize
wounding and shred-
ding of grass leaves.

e DPlace straw around
strawberry plants to
keep straw off wet soil.

e By the 13th or so, finish
up harvests of aspara-
gus and rhubarb, then
side-dress the plants
with 10-10-10 fertilizer.

Move houseplants to an
outside spot with dap-
pled shade. Watch out
for bugs!

Examine roses with a
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magnifying glass to find
spider mites. Blast any
with the hosel!

¢ You can plant con-
tainer-grown trees and
shrubs now, but wait
until fall or spring to dig
and move woody
plants.

e Dig and divide crowded
spring bulbs. Replant
immediately or store in
a cool dry place until
fall. Happy Summer!

Former Member Sends Greeting & Thanks

Kim Verdries asked me to
include this in the Flower
Press...

“I would like to thank
you all for the wonderful
card I received in the mail
Saturday. It was unex-
pected and it brightened
my day. Jeff and I are still

settling into the new
house, and getting famil-
iar with the area. I have
been seeking out garden
centers (there are manyl),
and planting like

crazy. They didn't have
but a few flowers here,
can you imagine? Now, I
finally feel like it is our

home.

I will not forget the won-
derful group of women of
the Reading Garden

Club. Thank you for
your friendship and sup-
port.”

~ Kim

Monthly Donation for Food Pantry Continues!

Please bring 1 or 2 of the fol-
lowing to Thursday’s meeting.
Remember to check the expira-
tion date. Paper products and
anything else that is taxed can-
not be bought with food
stamps, so those items are al-
ways in need. NO TUNA,
SOUP, or DRY PASTA is
needed. Thank youl

e Juice boxes, coffee (all
kinds), hot chocolate

e  Any kind of cereal

Canned fish, canned meats
that do not need refrigera-
tion

e  (Canned chili, hash, stew

e  Canned pasta, ravioli,
beefaroni

e Mayo, ketchup, mustard,
relish

e School snacks (granola
bars, raisins, etc.)

e  Spaghetti sauce & canned
tomato products

e Paper towels, toilet paper,
tissues

e Laundry & dish detergent

e Toothpaste, shampoo

Thank youl
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e Web!

The
The 2002 Floral Flag was planted by the Bodger Seed Company as a
tribute after the September 11, 2001 tragedy. It was planted in
Lompoc, California, close to Vandenberg AFB. The Floral Flag was
740 feet long and 390 feet wide and maintained the proper Flag di-

. mensions, as described in Executive Order #10834. The Flag covered
0.65 acres and was the first Floral Flag to be planted with 5 pointed
Stars, comprised of White Larkspur. Each Star was 24 feet in diameter;
each Stripe 30 feet wide. The Flag was estimated to contain more than
400,000 Larkspur plants, with 4-5 flower stems each, for a total of
more than 2 million flowers. ~ Jeanette Surrette

FIl ag That Didnot

Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts Happenings

June & July 2010

e 6/11: 9:30am—Barnstable
Fair Flower Show Exhibitors
Meeting

e 6/16: 10:00am—Ruth A Wal-
lack Lecture with Rene Van
Rems. Location: Regis College

e 7/1: Fall Awards Deadline

e 7/9—7/10: 10:00 am—3:00
pm—Warecham GC, "Garden
Tour; "Coastal Treasures".
Cost: $18 (in advance)/$20
(day of tour). Contact: Sandy
Slavin, 508-291-1643

7/10: 1:00-4:00pm—4:00 pm
NEDS 2010 Summer Daylily Ex-
hibition. Show and Judged Day-
lily Exhibition at Tower Hill Bo-
tanic Garden, Boylston, MA

7/14: Sandwich Garden Tour.
Visit private gardens in Sandwich
to benefit educational programs
of Thornton Burgess Society.
Location: Green Briar Nature
Center, E. Sandwich. Cost: $15.
Contact: 508-888-6870

7/17: 9:00am—2:00 pm—
Ashland GC, "Teascapes in the
Garden, Garden Tour & Lunch-
eon". Location: sites TBA. Cost:

$20 (luncheon included). Con-
tact: Diane Roberts @ 508-881-
8165

7/17—7/24: noon -10:00 pm
Southeastern District of GCFM,
Standard Flower Show, "A Gar-
den Tout". Location: Barnstable
County Fair. Contact: Robin
Murphy 508-295-9079 or heron-
creekdesign@msn.com.
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